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Abou ' Abd Allah Muhammad Ibn ' Abd Allah Ibn Muhammad Ibn Ibrahim Al-Louati At-Tanji, known as Ibn Batouta.  Most famous tangérois of all times was traveller, pélerin, explorer, globe trotter, ambassador, jurisconsult, courtier...  In short, a well-read man curious and open on the world.  It was born in Tangier the 17 rajab 703 (February 24, 1304).  To the 22 years age, the inexperienced young man leaves to carry out the pélerinage in Mecque.  It will be the beginning of one of the most extraordinary tours of all times!  June 14, 1325, Ibn Batouta leaves Tangier to traverse the longest distance (116.800 km) which was ever covered before Magellan (2 sièces later):  29 years of adventures in areas corresponding to 44 current countries!  North Africa (1325), Egypt (1326), Palestine and Syria (1326), Médine and Mecque (1326), Iraq and Perse (1326-1327), Arabia of the south, Yemen and Eastern Africa (1328-1330), minor Asia and Constantinople (1330-1331), southernmost Russia and the Central Asia (1332-1333), Moslem India (1334-1341), Maldives and Ceylon (1342-1344), Sumatra and China (1345-1346).  After a return in Tangier (1346-1349), it set out again in Andalusia (Grenade) and travelled in the kingdom of Morocco and the Sahara (1349-1350), Western Africa (1351-1353).  It returned in Fès in 1353.  The sultan mérinide Abou ' Inan ordered to him to dictate his memories with Ibn Juzayy, secretary of the prince.  The account of voyage entitled "Present at those which like to reflect on curiosities of the cities and the wonders of voyages."  is more known under the name of "Rihla".  The figure of Ibn Batouta is often compared with that more known of Marco Polo, tradesman Venetian who explored China and Mongolia at the 13th century (1261-1269:  first voyage in China and 1271:  second voyage in Mongolia).  However the differences between the two characters are notable.  If Marco Polo and its brothers explored for commercial reasons of the unknown regions their fellow-citizens, Ibn Batouta was interested mainly in the Moslem countries and travelled for intellectual reasons (what did not prevent it from traversing a much longer distance than its famous predecessor!).  Ibn Batouta is the only known medieval traveller to have visited the countries of each controlling Moslem of its time.  It was the only one to have known the whole of Dar El Islam of its time!  Its maritime stages show that the Moslems of the 14th century dominated the maritime activity at sea Red, in the Arabo-Persian gulf, the Indian Ocean and at sea of China.  The date of died of Ibn Batouta is not known with certainty.  One locates it about 1369.  One finds in Tangier, a small mausoleum with his memory.  If one does not count any more the number of buildings, streets, boats, newspapers, reviews, Web sites... which bear its name, this one is never quoted in the Western handbooks but also in the Arab handbooks!  However, its contribution with the geography of the 14th century is fundamental.  Let us hope that this injustice will be one day repaired...

